Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, October 28, 2014
East Hampton High School Library 
Minutes

Present:  Chairperson Barbara Moore, Vice Chairman Kevin Reich, Council Members Patience Anderson, Ted Hintz, Jr., George Pfaffenbach and Mark Philhower and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco.
Not Present:  Philip Visintainer
Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Moore called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the High School Library.  
A moment of silence was held for Jim Morris.
Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to adopt the agenda as written.  Voted (6-0)
Approval of Minutes  
A motion was made by Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Special Meeting and Regular Meeting of October 14, 2014 as written.  Voted (6-0)
Presentations 
Facilities Evaluation Committee Presentation
Members of the Facilities Evaluation Committee were in attendance to provide a presentation to the Town Council on their Facilities Assessment Report. Facilities Evaluation Committee members present were Chairman Glenn Gollenberg, Joe Guest, Suzanne Bull, Adam Dawidowicz, Josh Piteo, Ray Zatorski and Council member George Pfaffenbach.  Mr. Gollenberg and Mr. Dawidowicz provided an overview of the report.  A copy of the report will be available with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office. Board of Finance members Ted Turner, Dean Markham, Mary Ann Dostaler and Lori Wilcox were also present and were given the opportunity to ask questions on the presentation.  Chairperson Moore thanked the Facilities Evaluation Committee for all of their work. 
Public Remarks
None
Bids & Contracts 
Financial Advisory Services (Debt)
The Town uses a financial advisory when issuing debt.  The role of the financial advisor is to provide advice and assistance to the Town in connection with the Town’s debt including all bond, short-term notes and any other financing or debt instruments.  The selected firm is expected to review, analyze and recommend appropriate strategies that meet the Town’s financial goals, budgetary objectives and debt management standards.  The full agenda report will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s office. 
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to authorize the Finance Director to contract with Phoenix Advisors, LLS Financial Advisory Services.  Voted (6-0)

Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations 
Proclamation for Eagle Scout
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to accept the proclamation for Eagle Scout Eli C. Gates.  Voted (6-0)
Proclamation for Yellow Ribbon

A motion was made by Mr. Pfaffenbach, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to accept the proclamation for Marine Lance Corporal Jacob Beebe.  Vote (6-0)
Continued Business 
Update and Discussion on Christopher Brook Project
Mr. Maniscalco reviewed the costs and possible funding sources for the Christopher Brook project. The funding source should be identified at the next Council meeting.  Discussion included the possibility of having to build a pedestrian bridge if the road remains open for one lane of traffic.  This will be an added expense.
Annual Review of Fines and Fees

Fire Marshal Rich Klotzbier provided an overview of suggested fees for his department.  Council discussed the recommended fees and by consensus agreed that no Fire Marshal fees would be imposed except for blasting permits.  
Transfer station fees were also reviewed.  It was decided to remove fees for brush, Refrigerators, Stoves, Washers and Dryers and for Air Conditioners and other appliances.  

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to adopt the Public Works Transfer Station fees with the elimination of fees for refrigerators, stoves, washers, dryers, air conditioners and all other appliances as well as no fees for brush, limbs and leaves.  Voted (6-0)
Discussion of Veteran’s Advisory Committee
The State of CT passed Public Act No. 13-34 requiring cities and towns to designate a Veteran’s service contact person.  This act would require the town to enact an ordinance to develop this position.  A copy of the act will be provided to Ted Turner who will research what needs to be done by the Town.
New Business 

FY 2013-2014 End of Year Budget Transfers
At the end of the fiscal year there may be funds left over in department budgets and deficits in other department budgets.  As a result, the Council annually makes a motion to transfer funds to cover the over-expenditures.  The Board of Finance recommended that the Council make certain transfers.  The listing will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to approve the budget transfers for the 2013-2014 fiscal year as presented.  Voted (6-0)
FY 2013-2014 Board of Education Special Education Excess Cost Additional Appropriation
Annually, the Town receives grant funds from the State to cover special education expenditures.  The amount of this grant is unknown at the time of the budget and it is allocated as a reimbursement of funds expended. 
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to approve the additional appropriation from State grant revenue as presented for the Board of Education 2013-2014 Special Education Excess Cost Grant. The details will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.  Voted (6-0)
Discussion of Use of Year End Surplus
The Board of Finance has recommended that the year-end surplus funds be used for the purchase of a loader for the Department of Public Works.  The Department of Public Works requested the purchase of a loader to act as a back up to the aging loader currently owned.  The surplus funds are as a result of savings found in Health Insurance.  
A motion was made by Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to waive the second reading policy.  Voted (6-0)
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Reich, to transfer $142,000 from Medical Insurance to the Capital Reserve Fund for the purchase of a loader for the Public Works department.   Voted (5-1) Mr. Philhower against. 

Agreement Between the City of Middletown and Town of East Hampton for Private Duty Police Assignments
As a result of the many private duty jobs in East Hampton, there has been a shortage of East Hampton officers to fill this important service.  It is common for communities to enter into agreements allowing for both towns to hire officers from the other to fill private duty jobs.  The Town of East Hampton currently has such agreements with Portland and Cromwell.  A new agreement is being proposed for Middletown.  This will be reviewed again at the next meeting.
Town Manager Report 

Update on KX
The Town of East Hampton entered into a five year contract with KX to help in ensuring the merger with Montville continues.  Almost all towns have signed their contract except East Haddam and Lebanon.  Those communities have decided to look at other options prior to entering the agreement.
Budget Policy Statement
Kevin Reich and Patience Anderson will work on the Budget Policy Statement 
Other
The Long Crossing road project paperwork is in progress.
A new map for the lake watershed is being developed. There may be a mailing to homes in the watershed area to provide education.  Next year a possible project is to paint the storm drains in the watershed.

Approximately 3000 walleye were stocked in Lake Pocotopaug.

An RFP is currently being developed related to the boiler replacement for natural gas.

The Police department parking is completely finished and fully alarmed and safe for the officers.

Town Council Liaison Reports
None
Appointments
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to accept the resignations of the following board and commission members:  Richard Walsh and Colleen Mellen from the Middle Haddam Historic District Commission and James Gooch from the Economic Development Commission.  Voted (6-0)
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to reappoint Whitney Fielding to the Ethics Commission with a term through April 30, 2019.  Voted (6-0)
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to reappoint Richard Norkun, John Wright and Tim Adams to the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board with terms through December 31, 2016.  Voted (6-0)

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to appoint John Tuttle to the Clean Energy Task Force with a term through December 31, 2015.  Voted (6-0)

Tax Refunds
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $454.92.  Voted (6-0) 

Public Remarks 

None
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements
Mr. Hintz noted that he received a phone call complimenting Police Chief Sean Cox on his handling of the accident involving Jim Morris.
The next Council meeting date needs to be moved due to Veteran’s Day.  It was agreed that the meeting would be held on Thursday, November 13, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
Mrs. Anderson noted that there will be a Veteran’s day ceremony at VFW Post 5095 on November 9th.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Pfaffenbach, to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 p.m. Voted (6-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Secretary
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